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Good morning.  Ah, it's so good to see all of you.  I'm so excited to be here this morning, and I am 

excited because God's doing things in this room today, God's doing things all over this building today.  

There are spiritual things happening, I'm excited.  Those of you online, I hope God's doing spiritual 

things there.  I know He is, so thanks so much being part of us.   

I was thinking this week about Revelation Chapter 71 where it talks about there's coming a day when 

we're all in Heaven gathered around the throne, and it says there that they are going to be people from 

every tribe, every nation, every language.  We're going to be gathering together worshiping Jesus.  And 

one of the things we've set as a goal, it's one of the things that we celebrate in this place, is that we are a 

place that we're beginning to practice that right here on earth where we're bringing in people from every 

tribe, nation, and language, and we're celebrating together. 

I was reminded yesterday on a phone call that I was on with two people that originally were from India.  

Just what's going on over there right now with COVID and the health of the people there and the just 

absolute suffering, and the one lady I was speaking to, a lady by the name of Lena [PHONETIC SPELLING] 

who attends our church.  She actually was over there visiting family and that when they closed the 

border she's not able to get back to be with her family that's still here.  And I was talking with Anand 

[PHONETIC SPELLING], who is also from there, and his family there is very sick right now.  I just thought, 

man, as a church, we can't stop and pray for everything all over the world but, man, these are people 

right within our church and situations going on in our church.  I know there's a lot of you that come from 

that region of the world, so just take a moment, let's bow our heads and pray.  

Thank You, Lord, we celebrate our unity despite where we come from and our language 
and we're just so thankful, Lord.  Thank You for these that are part of our church, so many 
people coming from so many different places.  We pray for Lena right now.  I pray that 

You'll be able to get her back home; I know she's applying to get an exception so she 
can be back to take care of her kids and to be with her husband and be with her 

family.  We pray for Anand's family, we pray for healing.  Lord, we pray for that 
country.  Lord, I pray that You'll turn things around there like You have here.  We 
ask these things in the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.  

Okay, so we've been in a series on end times, we are in Matthew Chapter 24.  We are a people that look 

at our Bible and we study it, so if you have your Bible open up to Matthew Chapter 24 because there in 

Matthew Chapter 24 Jesus has a conversation with His disciples answering questions His disciples are 

asking Him.  It's in the last week of His life, He's just had an experience in the temple that tripped these 

questions with His disciples, and their questions were—when will these things happen, and what are the 

signs, and what will be the end of the age.  And Jesus was talking with them and giving them answers.  

And so we have actually walked through this very straight-up answer that Jesus had.  And by the way, 

we've done this over a period of, I think it's now four weeks, so we start, stop, start, stop, pick back up, 

but Jesus was just sitting down having a conversation with them.  And so as He sits down He begins to 

answer these questions.   

We're not going to go back and answer those questions right now.  If you have a chance go look at the 

series that we've had for last three weeks and you can you can listen to some of those answers.  But here 

is the simplest thing that that I can say to you is Jesus was giving them answers.  And I have heard from 

people this week that say, we've talked about this a lot, the main discussion still in many of the small 

groups this week is:  So when do you think Jesus is coming back?  Like, is it this time or that time?  And 

                                                 
1  See Revelation 7:9-17 
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Jesus is going to say in our message today that you're not going to know.  You just don't know.  But here 

is what He says:  Be ready now so you can be ready then when He 

does come back.  Because He says I am coming back, I will return, 

look forward to that, get excited about it, I'm coming back.  So be 

ready now so you can be ready then.  I'm going to say this over and 

over this morning.  I want you to get this into your head.  At the end here's 

what I want to do is I'm just going to go, "How?!  How can we be ready 

now so we're ready then?"   

That's something I want to know; it's something you need to know.  Jesus is coming back.  When?  Don't 

know.  Could be very soon.  There are things going on right now in our world.  Over in Jerusalem, we 

talked about this last week, the answer to the first question—when will these things be, that the disciples 

asked that we want to know—Jesus tells that there are going to be some Israel, Jerusalem-centric events 

that include the temple that when these events start taking place that's going to begin to set into motion a 

whole series of events that's going to lead right up to the end times.  We don't know if the events taking 

place in Jerusalem today are those events, the things that are happening in Israel.  Things like this have 

happened before in history, but God's reminds us, Jesus reminds us in these texts, use these as moments 

to cause us to step back.  And so whoa!  This could be the beginning of something; this could be leading 

to the return of Jesus.   

And one of the things I was reminded of this week, Genesis Chapter 12, this is something all of us need 

to know.  We live in a world that hates on Israel.  I mean, this little country is 

the size of New Jersey.  Anyone know where New Jersey is?  [LAUGHTER] 

It's in the news every day!  Countries are 

just lobbing missiles into this country at 

insane rates.  You've seen the videos a 

little place like New Jersey – why is it so 

threatening?  And when God spoke about 

this back in Genesis Chapter 12, He says 

He's going to bless those who bless Israel, 

He's going to curse those who curse 

Israel.   

And so something that we need to know as a church, our world 

view must be to be pro-Israel and to pray for Israel.  It doesn't mean that they do everything right.  

They're a secular, godless country today, many of them are rejecting God, but there are many of them 

putting their trust in Jesus and turning to Jesus.  And the Scripture tells us in the end they are going to 

turn their eyes and they're going to turn towards Jesus.  It's actually the thing in Chapter 23 of Matthew 

that got this whole conversation going; like, how do we get there, how do we get to that point. 

In the book of the Psalms in Psalm 122, verse 6a, it says, "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!"  So with 

these missiles being shot over Jerusalem right now and the Iron Dome knocking them down, the Word 

Be ready now so 

 
you are ready then 

Size:  Israel / New Jersey 

1050+ missiles lobbed on Israel by Hamas/ 
Islamic Jihad in 24 hours, May 2021 

SOURCE: ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES 

And I will bless (do good for, benefit) those who bless you, And 

I will curse [that is, subject to My wrath and judgment] the one 

who curses (despises, dishonors, has contempt for) you. 

– GENESIS 12:3a (AMP) 
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of God tells us we need to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.  I thought that would be wise for us to start 

out this morning by doing so. 

So Lord Jesus, we bring right now these people that You love, that are your people.  You 
said we need to bless them and that's our heart towards them and we pray for their safety.  
It's gotta be scary every night just seeing these missiles being lobbed over.  And Lord God, 
I pray that You'd watch over, I pray that You'd protect them.  And Lord God, I pray that You 
would bring them to yourself, and I pray that they would respond to You and come in faith 

to You.  And Lord Jesus, I pray that as your Scripture tells us to pray, even so come 
quickly, Lord Jesus.  If this is the beginning of the end of times, Lord, we are 

ready, we want to be ready now so we're ready then.  If this isn't that time, I pray 
that it'll at least remind us that today's the day to be ready.  We ask these things 
in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

All right.  So Jesus told us all this information and then He stopped and it's like you and I would do, He 

goes, "It's sort of like…" and then He tells some analogies and some stories that gives a little extra color 

to try to explain what He's trying to say.  So let me take you to the first verse where He does that and it's 

in verse 32 of Matthew 24.  Listen to the words, it says:  

32 "From the fig tree learn its lesson:  

— this isn't the first time Jesus talks about learning a lesson.  Two weeks ago He says hey, this whole 

abomination of desolation thing, if you really want to understand all of it, the thing that starts The Great 

Tribulation, you have to go back and study Daniel.  So Jesus is constantly telling us we've told you all 

this stuff.  He's going to tell us over and over in this passage today you should know this, you need to 

know this.  Now He's telling us learn the lesson, so here's the lesson.  By the way, the lesson's really 

simple, it's the lesson of the fig tree.  Listen to what it says: 

as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is 

near." 
– MATTHEW 24:32 (ESV) 

Not a very complicated lesson.  We've just gone through it here.  I sort of got tripped up, you know, all 

of a sudden I see those first buds coming on the tree and I'm like, Yes!  Winter's over.  And then it 

snowed again.  It was frustrating.  And then finally it pops and I see them coming out a little bit more 

and I think, Whoa!  Summer's here!  We had a really nice day or two and then the winds blew and it 

stayed cold.  I even took some of my indoor trees and put them outside, a little too soon, they start 

dropping their leaves, they think it's fall.  But the bottom line, Jesus says is when you see those leaves 

popping you know the season's changing.  And I'm so thankful it's summer!  And Jesus is using a simple 

metaphor that we all understand, you don't have to know the Greek language, you don't have to get real 

complicated about this, just read what it says.   

Jesus is saying so, I just told you when you see these things – what things? – well, He just was sitting 

there chatting with them about.  They're like, What do we need to be watching for?  And He goes, well, 

there's going to be birth pangs, that's the first thing.  You know, famines, rumors of war, pestilence, 

earthquakes, false Christs, there's gonna be birth pangs.  Then He says there's going to be Tribulations.  

And He says during that Tribulation, which gets started off, again, He pointed back to Daniel, with a 

peace treaty that's made with Israel to stop all this craziness and coming against them, they're going, Oh, 

please, please, we'll sign here.  And He says it's going to start out with that, this Antichrist is going to 

come in and as a result of that a lot of believers in Jesus are going to be martyred.   
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And come the middle of The Tribulation something happens, it's called The Great Tribulation, the 

abomination of desolation.  This Antichrist, who signed the peace treaty with Israel, is going to step into 

the temple that he allowed them to rebuild—that they're looking forward to rebuilding, that they're ready 

to build right now if somehow they could get space on the Temple Mount, they're in there and they're 

waiting to build that, He will let them build it—and he will step in there middle of The Tribulation in 

something called the abomination of desolation.  And he will desolate that temple, and that sets into 

motion The Great Tribulation, a horrific time of judgment that ends with the return of Jesus Christ.  So 

Jesus is saying here learn the lesson of the fig tree, you know, leaves come on, you know summer is 

near. 

33 "So also, when you see all these things,  

— the birth pangs, The Tribulation. The Great Tribulation, the thing we've been talking about for the 

last three weeks: 

you know that he is near, at the very gates."  

– MATTHEW 24:33 (ESV) 

And remember, they're sitting on the Mount of Olives, they're looking across the valley, and across the 

valley there they see the city of Jerusalem, they see the Temple Mount, and they see the Eastern Gate, 

that the Scriptures tell us that Jesus will come through when He comes in after having come back, 

returned, that He just talked about.  He's going to come through those gates and there He's going to come 

into Jerusalem and set up this thousand-year reign of peace we call the Millennium that we're looking 

forward to when Jesus makes all things right.  He says listen, this generation will not take place2 until all 

these things have taken place.  All right.  So this generation won't pass away.  So the generation that sees 

the birth pangs, that sees this martyrdom and Tribulation, that sees this abomination of desolation, that 

generation is going to see it all.  You start seeing this going on you're going to get to see that.   

And so the seasons are changing, when you see the seasons changing stop and think.  And we'll talk 

about this just a tad bit more here in a minute.  Don't be off-put by the fact that we've seen seasons 

change before, seasons change.  I believe that every time you see these seasons changing it's on us to 

turn our eyes towards Heaven.  So even if some of these things happening in Israel happened many 

years ago and our ancient relatives many years ago caused them to turn their eyes towards Jesus, Jesus 

always wants us to be looking forward and looking forward to His return.  The Bible says there's 

actually a reward for that, waiting for His return, 2nd Timothy Chapter 43 if you want to look it up.   

So let's go to this next verse, and as I go to this next verse let me just say it one more time because I 

think it's super important, be ready now so you're ready then.  When you see the seasons changing, look 

inside [POINTS AT SELF].  We want to know facts, we want to know when's He's coming, when's this all 

going to happen, is it starting right now—maybe—bottom line, just be ready now so you're ready then. 

36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of Heaven, 

nor the Son, but the Father only." 

– MATTHEW 24:36 (ESV) 

And I'll stop there.  If someone tells you they know when Jesus is returning, Jesus says they don't.  

                                                 
2  Transcriber edit/correction:  As cited, "This generation will not take place" – "take place" should be "pass away."  The passage, Matthew 

24:34 (ESV), reads as follows: "Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place." 
3 2 Timothy 4:8 (ESV):  Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 

award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 
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They're a false prophet.  They're not telling you the truth and there's no point in listening any further.  

Jesus says you don't, I don't, that guy you listen to on TV he doesn't know when Jesus is returning.  

What we do know is we know what the signs are and Jesus is even giving a lot of information regarding 

this, like this abomination of desolation takes place 3½ years into The Tribulation and it says how many 

days there are after that, but we don't know the day or the hour.   

And then the text says something that's a little bit confusing to many of us, it's like, Not even the Son 

knows?  And then you get into one of those conversations where it's like, Wait a minute, God doesn't 

know?  If Jesus is God how is it that He doesn't know?  And in the quick asking of that question we sort 

of have this way of getting sort of, I don't know, confused and scared that, Oh no, I don't know how to 

defend my faith.  It's very simple.  Jesus is God, and in the book of Philippians and if you're taking notes 

and just write down this verse, Philippians Chapter 2, verse 6, says this [VERSE 5 ADDED FOR CONTEXT]:  

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,  

— so Jesus is God, but then it says this: 

7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, even death on a cross. 

– PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8 (ESV) 

So Jesus takes on humanity, He is fully God—He is fully God and He is fully man—He takes on 

humanity but He limits Himself.  So Him saying I didn't know that, I don't know that, it's Him limiting 

that so that He can show us that He lived a perfect life so that He could – the next words of this text, go 

to a cross, become obedient to death on a cross, because that was God's plan that Jesus would go to the 

cross to take the punishment for our sins.  He would step in in our place – you just move over, Lee, I got 

this – He would take my punishment, He would take your punishment for sins, and He would forgive us 

of our sins.  And then He placed on us the righteousness of God.  And the next verse says, and you're 

gonna hear us singing it loud here in just a few minutes when we respond with praise to God, listen to 

these words [VERSE 9 ADDED FOR CONTEXT]: 

9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in Heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 

– PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11 (ESV) 

So He limited His knowledge while He's on earth.  Today He's seated at the right hand of God.  He's 

ascended into Heaven, that's the Gospel, and there He knows – He knows everything.  Let's keep on 

reading because the next words are this: 

37 For as were the days of Noah,  

– MATTHEW 24:37a (ESV) 

So now Jesus is going to go hey, I'm going to take you to a story you know.  Do you know Noah and the 

ark?  Have you heard that?  If you haven't, would love to study it.   

I get it, there are people that I meet sometimes in here, because we attract a lot of people to this church, 
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they're just trying to figure out Jesus, trying to figure out the Bible, who 

have never been taught any this, totally cool.  In the Old Testament of 

our Bibles is a story about a man by the name of Noah.  God calls Noah 

and He says listen, I'm about to judge the world because of their 

wickedness and I'm going to send a flood.  That's crazy talk because 

they had never seen it rain.  And God says I want you to build a boat, 

gives them exact dimensions, tells them exactly how to do it.  It wasn't 

until the 1800s that we actually had the technology to build a boat of 

this size with these specifications to realize that that was like the perfect 

size for stability and all of that kind of stuff.   

God tells them here's what I want you to build, he's 500 miles away from any body of water, and He 

says listen, I'm going to judge the world.  I'm going to come later on, we're going to send this rain.  So 

Noah begins to be a preacher of his age telling everyone repent, judgment is coming.  And the people 

look at him, Are you kidding me? What are you doing building an ark out here?  What are you thinking?  

That's crazy.  In the early days maybe a few people said, Oh, that's interesting, keep an eye on that.  But 

years and years go by.  In fact, from the time God tells him to do this until the time the flood comes –

120 years.   

You could imagine, you're 100 years in, you've got your grandson with you, I've been watching this guy 

for years.  Look at this idiot.  He's out there building, listen to him preach, he sees us walking by, watch, 

listen to what he's going to say, he's going to say [MOCKINGLY], REPENT, GOD'S COMING IN JUDGMENT! 
[SMIRKS]  Watch.  Your grandson's like [SNICKERS, BENDS OVER LAUGHING]  Are you're kidding me?  And 

they walk by and grandpa's like, You know, in the early days, son, I thought that made some sense and 

nothing's happened.   

And Jesus says this was done because God loved them and He didn't want to see any of them die.  He 

didn't want to see any of them perish so He doesn't just bring judgment and just come upon them.  No, 

He warns them and He tells them here's what I'm going to do.  And He allows a guy like Noah to keep 

on sharing and to keep on exercising His obedience and 

His faith in God so that people could see it.  And even 

with them seeing it all they snicker as they walk by.  And 

probably, eventually, you know, there's even tour groups 

coming by, Yeah, Noah's ark.  You know, we didn't have 

one of those until a few years ago in America and you 

drive by, Are you kidding me?  That's ridiculous.  But 

some may, some may have believed.  Listen to these 

words, He goes: 

38 "For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage,  

— everything's fine, everything's normal — 

until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came  

— and listen to the words: 

and swept them all away,  

— and He says: 

NOAH AND THE ARK 
Genesis Chapter 6 

Full-size Noah's Ark built according to the Bible 

ARK ENCOUNTER, KENTUCKY, USA 
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so will be the coming of the Son of Man." 

– MATTHEW 24:38-39 (ESV) 

So take those words swept away and you step back and go, Oooh, I don't want to be like that.  Yeah, is 

there anything wrong with eating, drinking, marrying, giving in marriage?  No, it's fun.  It's the way we 

live our lives.  We have a blessed life and – enjoy it!  If you're getting married, if you're eating, or you're 

drinking, or you got kids getting married, I mean, enjoy your food, enjoy your life.  We studied the 

Proverbs here a while ago, and Song of Solomon.  Solomon says enjoy this good life we get to live.  But 

be aware there's a day coming and you better be ready—be ready today so you are ready then.  And 

Jesus says these people God keeps on waiting and waiting and finally after 120 years the door goes shut, 

the floods come up, and the people are swept away.  And in the very next verse what He says in 

Chapter 24, verse 40, He says—with keeping in mind that whole thing they were swept away—He says:  

40 "Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will 

be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left.  

— by the way, if you grew up in the time I did and you read all the books and watched all the movies 

about one being taken away and one being left, I don't think we were understanding it within the context 

of this.  Jesus just said they were swept away, and He's having a conversation with them.  And He said 

by the way, it's just like two people standing there, one's working, the other one's standing there 

working, and all of a sudden BOOM! one gets swept away, one gets swept away into judgment, and the 

other one made the right decision.  And He goes on to say this, listen to these words very carefully:  

42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming."  

– MATTHEW 24:40-42 (ESV) 

There's a lot of things, in fact, maybe after hearing this series of messages for four weeks, you know, at 

first you're like, Oh, that's good, that's good, that's helpful, that's helpful.  And then all of a sudden, Aw, 

whatever, I've heard this before.  I heard this years ago.  I heard you preach a series on this.  And I 

heard this on TV, and nothing ever happens.  And yeah, there's more wars, and yeah, here we go again.  

Yeah, whatever.  Hopefully it'll all work out.  And I would just say to you Jesus – Jesus is saying stay 

awake, stay alert.  He says over and over in this passage, you go through underline it, highlight it, know, 

know, know – know this stuff.  And then He says stay awake.   

Here's a stay awake story.  So it was Christmas time this year, maybe two weeks before Christmas, um, 

when I went out to bring in the trash cans the morning of the trash service there was an envelope taped 

onto the trash can.  And I opened it up and there was a Christmas card in there signed by all the guys 

that pick up our trash.  I thought to myself, That is just, that's crazy nice.  So I just come in and I sort of 

exclaim, "Well, check this out.  These guys are cool."  My wife goes, "Well, we need to give them a 

Christmas gift."  [HE SHRUGS]  I'm not that smart to know that kind of stuff.  It didn't trigger.  I thought 

they were being nice to me.  She's like, "We ought to give them a Christmas gift."   

So the next week on garbage eve—that's the night before they come to pick it up [LAUGHTER], we 

celebrate it at our home, it's a big deal.  If we don't make it a big deal I'll forget to put them out and then 

I get very upset and it ruins my week.  So anyhow, on garbage eve my wife has this whole thing 

prepared and, it was really cool looking, I don't remember if it was in a bag or what with all the stuff in 

it, and she's generous.  I'm like, okay, whatever.  And I think I had some wire in the trash can so I took it 

out and wired it onto the trash can.  I didn't know that this was going to be something that everyone in 

the neighborhood celebrated, but pretty soon I'm looking out and all the trash cans have a card or 
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something taped or hanging from it and I thought, That is way cool.  That is just awesome.  Didn't give it 

any further thought.   

I did notice that my son didn't come home at a normal hour that night and that's not normally like him.  I 

mean, he's just, he goes, does his thing, and comes home, and he's never been the type to stay out late.  

But I did notice he wasn't home and I thought that was the oddest thing.  Right?  [LOOKS AT HIM IN 

AUDIENCE] You normally come in on time.  They're laughing up front here.  I like to get the nod.  My 

son's moving to Phoenix this week and so I'm like, I gotta get one look at him on the front row here 

because he's going away from me, it makes me all sad.  But anyhow, I'll stop.  Okay.  [GESTURES WIPING 

TEARS FROM HIS EYES] [LAUGHTER]  Enough.  Okay.   

Anyhow, the next morning he's like up, like, I'm like, you know, college students they stay up all night 

but then they sleep all morning, but he's up and he's like, "Dad, dad, dad!  You gotta hear what 

happened."  I say, "You know what happened?"  "Yeah."  I'm like, "No, I don't know what happened."  

So he tells me, he's like, "I was coming home and there's these police cars everywhere."  He's like, "I'm, 

like, oh, I'm gonna stop.  I'm gonna watch."  So he pulls over and he gets out and he's snooping around 

and he's asking questions.  He's like, "Dad, these guys came around and they stole all the cards off the 

trash cans."  [AUDIENCE GROANS]   

Then my doorbell starts ringing, it's early in the morning, and so I throw on a pair of shorts and a shirt 

real quick.  You ever been in that mode?  You're like [GESTURES SCRAMBLING TO GET DRESSED], Aw, 

shoot.  Go to the door, "Yes?"  And there's this lady standing there, I didn't know her.  And so I said, 

"Yes?"  She goes, "The police were trying to knock on your door this morning."  I'm like, "Why?"  She 

said, "Well, you know, the stuff that was on your trash can was stolen and it was a felony and they need 

to know exactly what was on the can and how much money was in the stuff that was there."  I'm like, "I 

don't know, ask her [ANNE]."   

And so we have this whole conversation and she's like, "I was the one."  She goes, "I don't sleep well at 

night," and she goes, "I've got cameras all around the house and so every time those cameras get tripped 

I'm watching them.  You know, normally it's a fox or a deer but tonight it was these guys and they were 

going and they were pulling off the stuff off the trash cans."  She goes, "I called the police and they 

came out right away and they caught them."  And she goes, "I am sure glad I stayed awake all night.  

This is wonderful."  And she stood there and talked to me for an hour.  I had never met this lady before.  

She was one of my neighbors and we had just this marvelous bonding time describing, and you know 

what I've decided?  Next year on that same garbage eve I'm gonna stay up all night and I'm gonna watch 

and I'm gonna be ready for them this time.  It's gonna be so fun.  [LAUGHTER] 

And Jesus says: 

43 "But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night 

the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake  

— Jesus thought about garbage eve before I did [LAUGHTER]: 

and would not have let his house be broken into.  

— my mailbox — 
44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming  

— oh, He's not talking about the trash.  Okay.   The Son of Man is coming: 

at an hour you do not expect." 
– MATTHEW 24:43-44 (ESV) 
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Jesus says stay awake, stay awake, stay awake.  I'm coming back, be ready, stay awake.   

Oh, how I wish I had stayed awake that night.  How I wish I would have thought of this.  How I wish 

someone would have told me – oh, yeah, they've been having a lot of problems with that.  That's what I 

heard because the police then called me later on that day and they're like, "Oh, yeah, we've been having 

a problem with this in a whole lot of neighborhoods."  I'm like, "Really?"  What kind of person does this 

kind of thing?  Well, if you know this in advance you're ready, you set your cameras, you're watching 

for that to trip, and you're ready to roll.  It's an exciting day. 

Hey, listen, Jesus is coming back.  The Bible tells us watch for His coming.  His coming is a grand 

thing.  The Bible even says there is a crown in Heaven who for those who love His return, those who 

love His appearing.  By the way, that's 1st Timothy Chapter 4, look it up [SEE FOOTNOTE ON PAGE 4].  

Love is returning look, forward to it, stay awake, be ready now so you are ready then.  You're gonna get 

it before I'm done here today.  And I'm gonna wrap up here real quick.  So Matthew 24, verse 45:  

45 "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his 

household, to give them their food at the proper time? 

— So which ones of us – God's given us an amazing opportunity today to be like Noah was in his time, 

this ambassador of the message, this ambassador of truth, this ambassador of the Gospel to say wake up, 

to say repent, to say judgment is coming.  Which one of us are willing to be that one to speak out in this 

time to say stay awake, to tell our Christian friends, to tell our people in our small groups, to tell that 

person in the office next to us – listen, you can respond now, now is the time.  And He refers to that as a 

faithful and a wise servant.   

46 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 47 Truly, I 

say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. 

— see the birth pangs, see stuff going on, earthquakes, and stuff going on in Jerusalem, you start going, 

Whoa, something's up here.  This is not a time to be sleeping.  This is not a time to be ignoring it.  OR – 

or we can be the opposite guy.  So I just talked about a wise and faithful servant.  Matthew 24, verse 48 

says: 

48 But if that wicked servant says to himself, 'My master is delayed,' 49 and begins to 

beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 the master of that 

servant will come on a day when he does not expect him . . . " 

– MATTHEW 24:45-50a (ESV) 

So He puts this up and juxtaposes this against a wise servant.  And the wicked servant says, Yeah, 

whatever, I heard about this years ago.  I know that this happened. 

I like telling the story when we talk about this, I remember as a boy being at my grandma's house the 

day that Jimmy Carter signed a peace treaty with Israel and Egypt.  And I still remember seeing my 

grandma sitting with her Bible open on the table in the kitchen and tears running down her face.  And I 

went up and I said, "Mema [PHONETIC SPELLING], what's wrong?"  She said, "Nothing's wrong.  Jesus is 

coming back.  Jesus is coming back."  I said, "Well, why are you reading your Bible then?"  She says, 

"Now that these events are starting, I'm trying to figure it out, I'm trying to understand it.  He says to 

know what's going to happen."  I believe that was somewhere in the mid-1970s4 that that happened.  It 

would be very easy for me today to say, yeah, that wasn't the peace treaty and nothing came of that.  It'd 

                                                 
4  The Camp David Accords were signed in September 1978 and concluded in March 1979.  For more information, go here.  

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1977-1980/camp-david
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be easy for me today to say yeah, the peace stuff that seemed to be signed a few months ago, I don't 

think that was it.  I don't know.  But I do know God is trying to get my attention and He wants me to 

love His appearing.  He wants me to say like the next to the last verse of the New Testament says, even 

so, come quickly, Lord Jesus.  He wants to offer me that crown of rejoicing in Heaven that says I'm 

looking forward to the return of Jesus. 

Peter who was really, really close to Jesus, I'm going to tell you this quick story and then I'm going to 

wrap it up.  Peter who is really close to Jesus when he writes about this he mentions this very tendency 

that is ours to say yeah, yeah, whatever.  Second Peter Chapter 3, verse 3, again, just write it down, I 

don't have it up on the screen, it says: 

3 knowing this first 

— so Peter would've been there as this discussion with Jesus was 

happening — 

that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing  

— sort of like that Noah thing, ha, whatever — 

following their own sinful desires.  4 They will say, 

"Where's the promise of his coming?  For ever since the 

fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were 

from the beginning of creation." 5 For they deliberately 

overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and 

the earth was formed out of water and through water by 

the word of God, 6 and that by means of these the world 

that then existed was deluged with water and perished.  

— he is referencing the flood.  He sat there with Jesus when 

Jesus explained all this end stuff and he's going hey, listen, when 

people blow this off they're forgetting about the flood.  They're 

forgetting about a historical event that happened.  And he goes on 

to say, he says this is coming again: 

9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 

count slowness, but is patient toward you,  

— like that 120 years there with Noah.  He's just bringing that up 

again, reframing it so that we can hear it again — 

not wishing that any should perish,  

— God does not want you to spend an eternity separated from 

Him.  God does not want you to be in judgment, He wants you to 

be in righteousness.  And He says He wants all to reach 

repentance: 

but that all should reach repentance. 

– 2 PETER 3:3-6, 9 (ESV) 

That's what Noah was preaching – preaching repentance – that's 

what we're to be preaching today.  And verse 11, this is what I 

– FULL CONTEXT – 

2 PETER 3:1-7 (ESV) 

This is now the second letter that I am 
writing to you, beloved. In both of 
them I am stirring up your sincere 
mind by way of reminder, 2 that you 
should remember the predictions of 
the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior 
through your apostles, 3 knowing this 
first of all, that scoffers will come in 
the last days with scoffing, following 
their own sinful desires. 4 They will 
say, “Where is the promise of his 
coming? For ever since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things are continuing as 
they were from the beginning of 
creation.” 5 For they deliberately 
overlook this fact, that the heavens 
existed long ago, and the earth was 
formed out of water and through 
water by the word of God, 6 and that 
by means of these the world that then 
existed was deluged with water and 
perished. 7 But by the same word the 
heavens and earth that now exist are 
stored up for fire, being kept until the 
day of judgment and destruction of 
the ungodly.  
8 But do not overlook this one fact, 
beloved, that with the Lord one day is 
as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. 9 The Lord is not 
slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a roar, 
and the heavenly bodies will be 
burned up and dissolved, and the 
earth and the works that are done on 
it will be exposed. 
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think is fascinating because I think the question is this, so I'm going to say over and over – be ready now 

so you're ready then.  We're going to say this again next week—be ready now so you're ready then—and 

I think the question that we should say is, like, how do I be ready now so that I'm ready then? And again, 

we started out with this concept of Oh, when's He coming? What are the signs? Are these the signs? Is 

this what's happening? Is what's happening in Israel right now – Stop!  Stop!  Stop!  Jesus says I want 

you to look inside of you, don't worry about those details, we gave you the gist of it, you'll know, but I 

want you to get focused in on the inside.  And this is what Peter says, verse 11 of 2nd Peter 3: 

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort 

of people ought you to be 

— and then he says: 

 in lives of holiness and godliness,  

— and then He says in verse 14: 

14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 

diligent to be found by Him without spot or blemish, and 

at peace. 
– 2 PETER 3:11, 14 (ESV) 

It took Noah to believe what God had said to build an ark.  It took 

Noah to believe what God has said and have a lot of people laugh 

at him, make fun of him for building ark when the rain was 

coming and no rain was coming down.  It takes faith for us today 

to believe that something happened on a cross 2,000 years ago will forgive us of our sins today, and that 

our believing in that cross will exchange our sinfulness for God's righteousness.  It's hard for us to 

believe that.  But even Peter says I want you to just hear this, this flood's a non-contested issue.  It's fact.  

It's historical fact.  And so when we tell you about a future event of judgment coming, I want you to be 

ready now so you're ready then.  Believe in God.  Faith in God has always involved believing what He 

said.   

For Noah it was believing He was going to destroy the world with a flood and he needed to get an ark 

ready and get on that ark.  For us it's knowing that He's coming again and that we need to put our faith 

and trust in Him so that we can be His children, so we can put our trust in Him.  If you've never put your 

trust in Jesus, don't leave here today without doing it.  And I just want you to know there have been 

others this morning who have made that decision and I'm just like super pumped about that.  Because if 

you just come here and like the coffee and the muffins, I'm glad, but you could leave here having left 

and gone into a Christ-less eternity and not ready.  I want you to be ready now so you're ready then. 

This text goes on to say be ready in holiness.  Everything in this world sucks us in, so you may have put 

your trust in Jesus at a given point but the Scripture talks to us to live separate lives from the things of 

this world.  And sometimes there's this one thing in our life where we go, you know, that one thing, we 

actually love that sin more than we love God.  We're like, "Aw, God will get over it, I'll still go to 

Heaven.  Oh, well, I'm gonna do it."  And Peter says after having listened to Jesus, have your lives right 

in holiness.   

I'm just going to say this to you in this room this morning.  I'm guessing that most of us know something 

in our life that is not right before God.  This isn't about works to get ourselves to God, this is about 

saying I love you, God, more than my sin.  And there's something as soon as I say that God's Holy Spirit 

– FULL CONTEXT – 

2 PETER 3:11-14 (ESV) 
11 Since all these things are thus to be 
dissolved, what sort of people ought 
you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, because 
of which the heavens will be set on 
fire and dissolved, and the heavenly 
bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But 
according to his promise we are 
waiting for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells. 
14 Therefore, beloved, since you are 
waiting for these, be diligent to be 
found by him without. 
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– especially if you put your trust in Him – is bringing something up in your mind and you're going, I 

don't want to give that up.  I don't want to say no to that.  I don't want to reject that.  I'd be laughed at if 

I followed God in that.  And Peter's saying be ready now so you're ready then. 

Noah believed.  Peter says be without spot or blemish so you can be at peace.  This stuff we've been 

talking about, end times, is disconcerting, but when our eyes are on Jesus and we're right with Him, He 

gives a peace to each one of us that passes all understanding.  I want to invite you to Jesus.  I want to 

invite you to holiness.  I want you to invite you to the peace that only God can bring.  I want you to say 

it with me:  Be ready now so you are ready then.  Let's do it again:  Be ready now so we can be ready 

then. 

Lord Jesus, 

I sense there are some people that are trying to make some decisions in this room right 
now, and I pray that You'll give them the boldness to do the hard thing.  They need to 

repent and turn of sins, they need to come to You, they need to confess their sins, 
and they need to feel peace that only You can bring.  And I pray that they'll find 

that before they leave this room.  I pray they just won't leave without having dealt 
with You on this.  In Jesus' name.  Amen. 

So here's what I'm going to do.  I'm going to invite you all to stand up right now, our team's going to just 

you lead you in an amazing Jesus-focused set.  I want to invite you to leave your seat and come up here 

and kneel down and just spend time with Jesus.  Are there people that are going to do that?  They need 

people to come up and just lay your hand on their shoulder and pray with them.  Church, it's time to 

minister for each other.  So I'm just going to invite you to come up as we worship.  Remember, theology 

leads to doxology.  We've heard the truth of the Word of God, that's what we do here at Calvary, and 

now we praise Him and I just want you to do business with Him.  So I just invite you, just come on up 

here, don't be embarrassed, don't hold back, worship Jesus, kneel, lift up your hands, come up here and 

pray with people that are being prayed with. 
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