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Discussion Guide

A Servant’s Heart

KEY BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 20:17-28 (ESV)
Icebreaker - Have you ever had your parents cover for you? 

Read Matthew 20:17-28 (ESV)

Jesus Foretells His Death (Matthew 20: 17-19)

● Describe some of the feelings associated with this passage. 
● Have you ever been mocked?  What was that like? 
● How do you think Jesus hoped His disciples would respond? 

A Mother’s Request (Matthew 20:20-28)

● Why did the mother ask this for her sons?
● In verse 20, how does the word “Then”, which refers back to vs 17-19, bring context to 

this narrative? 
● Why did Jesus respond by talking about drinking the cup? What is He talking about?
● Why do you think that we as humans often get the definition of greatness backwards & 

mixed up?
● In verse 24, why were the other Disciples indignant? 
● In verse 23, what are the implications that Jesus didn’t deny that there will be people 

sitting on His right and on His left?

Practical Application

● How does a posture of entitlement misguide a person’s life?
● How does having a correct perspective on your value change your posture?
● How do you feel when you are treated like a slave or someone’s servant?
● What are some ways that you may need to be more of a slave or a servant at home or at 

work?
● How would our church look differently if it was filled with Christians who had a servant’s 

heart & attitude?  
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